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MALTESE ANTIQUITIES. 



A recent communication from William Winthrop, Esq., 
United States Consul at Malta, has put tis in possession of 
some interesting particulars respecting three ancient subter- 
ranean chambers, lately discovered by him and Lieut. Walter 
Lock, of the British Army, near Citta Vecchia on that island, 
to which allusion was made in the Proceedings of the Soci- 
ety published in our first volume*. We have to regret, in- 
deed, that Mr. Winthrop gives us only second-hand informa- 
tion ; but, inasmuch as we have seen, as yet, no allusion to 
this discovery in any oriental journal, it has been thought 
proper to transfer the substance of it to these pages. 

The accompanying wood-cut was made from a lithographed 
plan of the excavation, drawn by Mr. H. Grain of the lioyal 
Engineers, for which also we are indebted to Mr. Winthrop. 




TO 5 - 



=L 



JL 



C^> 



J 



f«t 



From the notes of a late traveller in the East, Eev. Mr. 
Margoliouth, who examined the chambers for several days, 
we obtain the following details. 

" The first chamber on the left contains an oblong square 
altar surrounded by four trenches," and there are indica- 
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tions that a stream of water was once conducted through it, 
probably for the cleansing of the precincts of the altar, 
after the performance of sacrifices. " The centre chamber 
contains two rows of seats,- — in the passage leading to the 
right-hand chamber,- — one above the other, and the vestiges 
of a carved human figure, with a long branched wand in 
his hand, as well as a representation of the moon, all of 
which can be traced on a column which occupies the left- 
hand inner" extremity of the chamber. The chamber on 
the right exhibits, on its right-hand wall, "the vestiges of a 
human figure, and close to it those of a fish-tailed goat." 

To this description we append some remarks on the age 
and destination of the excavated chambers, including far- 
ther details respecting them, which express the views of Dr. 
C. Yassallo, Government-Librarian at Malta. 

" The latest journals make farther mention of the ancient chambers 
recently discovered near Citta Vecchia, which Dr. Vassallo, the govern- 
ment-librarian, considers, from the squareness of the forms, to be an ex- 
cavated Egyptian temple, of the time of Psammetichus, about seven cen- 
turies b. c. The annexed are the only essential points in the.description. 
The reliefs on the sides and ceiling appear, at first sight, to be the mere 
traces of the implement with which the excavations were made. But 
a more attentive examination reveals the fact, that they are abraded re- 
mains of a particular species of ornamental bas-reliefs, of the nature of 
which no precise traces now remain. The greater part of them have 
been evidently disposed in circles, a mode in which no one hews into a 
rock for the mere purposes of excavation. Besides which, the indenta- 
tions, or cuts, at times three together, are so near each other as to nega- 
tive the hand of one merely striving to remove the rock, in order to make 
a hollow in it; for the softness of the stone is such, that one blow alone 
would have removed a portion of the rock of greater dimensions than 
the space in which the three cuts would, in such case, indicate three 
blows to have been given. Dr. Vassallo observed the figure of a dog 
(perhaps Anubis) on the wall. We observed traces ourselves of the 
carved representations of some animal at two spots ; but they were very 
faint ones. This temple has three compartments or chambers, with an 
entrance to each. Looking at them from without, the right-hand ono 
was evidently that by which the chief personages had their ingress ; the 
centre chamber that of the performance of rites; the left excavation that 
where water was made use of. At the bottom of the right-hand cham- 
ber is a passage between it and the internal end of the centre one, where 
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two rows of seats are placed, one above the other, both at the end and 
at a part of the sides. On these seats it is evident that those occupying 
them occasionally stood erect, to enable them to do which the roof over 
them is cut about a couple of inches higher than the rest of it, and over 
seven feet high. The walls are incurvated at the back of the seats to 
afford more conveniency of sitting. The principal seat would appear to 
have been against a square column, cut out of the rock, with faces par- 
allel to the sides of the chamber, and occupying the left-hand inner cor- 
ner of it ; and on a part of this column, something would appear to have 
been cut, perhaps some figure of a deity of secresy, probably Harpocra- 
tes. This was evidently a sacrificing-chamber. The floor is inclined 
towards the entrance, where was a pit, no doubt to receive the blood of 
the victims immolated, and the water used in cleansing the place; 
while above is a long cut or groove in the roof, increasing in width to- 
wards the entrance, to allow the escape of smoke. The other chamber, 
i. e. the left-hand one, looking at them from without, was to contain 
water, and no doubt there was once there a running spring, very proba- 
bly subsequently intercepted by excavating for water in the gardens 
above. A' little water still exudes from the left-hand inner corner of the 
chamber, sufficient to keep it constantly muddy, and the rock at that cor- 
ner has become extremely hard by the absorption of carbonic acid. A 
basin for water is cut out of the rock in this chamber, in the middle of 
which is a narrow place to stand upon, with grooves to allow the water 
to pass through it The water here might have served for the ablution 
of sacrificers ; or the middle room might perhaps have been used for the 
judges sitting in judgment on the dead, in order to decide whether they 
should enjoy the rites of burial, and the water in the other room might 
have been symbolical of the lake over which Charon carried them for 
that purpose in the then mother-country, in his boat We think it a pity 
that the land in front of this triple excavation is not removed for a short 
distance, in order to bring to our knowledge whether any thing was con- 
structed before it, which we think highly probable. Indeed, the man 
who rents the field states that, once, a massive wall was found near, un- 
der ground, and that this attracted attention to the three entrances, then 
nearly entirely covered up. 

It ought to be noticed that Mr. Margoliouth had previ- 
ously ascribed a Phoenician origin to these chambers, and 
that with considerable plausibility. The facts at present 
before the public do not enable us to decide which of the 
two views is to be preferred. 
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